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RELAPSING FEVER. 
CASES REPORTED AT DENVER, COLO. 

From a Report by Charles N. Meader, M. D., Denver, Colo. 

At Denver, Colo., July 24, 1915, a woman was observed in the 
third recurrence of relapsing fever. The symptoms were typical and 
spirochetes were found in her blood. The disease was apparently 
contracted at a mountain camp in Bear Creek Canyon, some 25 miles 
from the city. 

Three other persons, resident at the same camp at the same time, 
fell sick simultaneously with identical symptoms and had several 
relapses. These cases were not seen during an attack and therefore 
remain bacteriologically unproved. A fifth person, resident near the 
site of this camp, was reported by these patients to have become ill at 
about the same time with identical symptoms. The patient first men- 
tioned returned to her home in Denver after her second relapse and 
had several subsequent relapses. Forty-five days after her return 
her daughter, who had not been out of the city but had nursed her 
mother and slept in the same blankets, had a single attack in every 
way similar to the attacks of the others. At this time spirochetes 
were also found in her blood. 

Eleven days previous to the onset of the disease in the first group 
of cases a band of gypsies, thought to have been of southern European 
origin, stopped for some hours at the camp" occupied by these patients. 
During this time there was ample opportunity for the transfer of 
body vermin. 

There were then four cases clinically probable, and two more 
bacteriologically proved. The gypsies seem a probable source of 
infection. 

Note. — There are probably other foci of relapsing fever in the United States. 
Cases of the disease are occasionally found in arriving immigrants, and while the 
aliens in these cases are detained and cared for as long as they harbor the infection 
the probabilities are that from time to time infected persons pass the immigration 
inspection without detection. Physicians throughout the United States should 
familiarize themselves with the symptoms of this disease and keep on the lookout for 
cases. Wherever the disease is suspected, the diagnosis should be confirmed by 
blood examination. — Editor. 

THE HARRISON ANTINARCOTIC LAW. 

A JUDICIAL DECISION HOLDING THAT THE LAW DOES NOT LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF 
HABIT-FORMING DRUGS WHICH MAI BE PRESCRIBED BY A PHYSICIAN. 

A physician who had registered and paid the tax under the Harri- 
son antinarcotic law was indicted for an alleged violation of that law. 
The charge was that he prescribed drugs enumerated in the act in 
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quantities more than were necessary to meet the immediate needs 
of the patient and that ho did not prescribe the drugs in good faith 
and as a medicine. 

The United States District Court for the Western District of Ten- 
nessee held that the law does not limit the amount of drugs which a 
physician may prescribe and that the indictment did not charge an 
offense under the act. 

The opinion is published in full in this issue of the Public Health 
Reports, page 3777. 

MEMORY TESTS OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

MEMORY SPAN OF 1,585 WHITE SCHOOL CHILDREN (751 BOYS, 834 GIRLS) IN THE 

CITY OF X.i 

By C W. Stiles, Professor of Zoology, United States Public Health Service. 

Of the 1,585 children (751 boys, 834 girls) for whom memory-span 
data are available, 1,223 (586 boys, 637 girls) belong to group S 
(from homes provided with sewer connection, but without privies), 
271 (106 boys, 165 girls) belong to group P (from homes with privy 
sanitation), and 91 (59 boys, 32 girls) to group U (from homes of 
unknown sanitation). 

In taking the memory span the following table was used: 

Table 1. — Strong's memory-span numbers. 1 

3 years old: 2 numbers: 742 

1-6 
8-4 

4 years old: 3 numbers: 7-4-8 

2-9-4 

6-3-7 
6 years old: 4 numbers: 5-1-8-3 

9-2-7-4 

5-9-2-6 
8 years old: 5 numbers: 4-7-3-9-5 

7-4-2-8-1 

5-8-3-7-6 
10 years old: 6 numbers: 8-5-4-7-2-6 

2-7-4-6-5-1 

9-4-1-7-3-8 
12 years old: 7 numbers: 2-9-6-4-3-7-5 

9-2-8-5-1-6-4, 

1-3-9-5-8-4-7 

8 numbers: 4-7-2-9-3-8-1-5 

7-1-8-3-6-2-9-5 
4-6-1-5-8-2-9-7 

9 numbers: 9-2-4-7-3-8-6-1-5 

4-7-5-2-9-6-3-1-8 
9-5-8-3-7-2-6-4-1 
10 numbers: 8-3-9-5-1-6-2-7-0-4 
2-1-4-6-0-7-3-8-5-9 
4-0-5-2-8-1-7-9-6-3 

i For other articles on the city of X see Public Health Reports, 1915, as follows: Difficulties in obtaining 
ages, v. 30(5), Jan. 29, pp. 310-311; Zooparasite intestinal infections, v. 30(27) , July 2, pp. 1991-2002; School 
grades, v. 30(28), July 9, pp. 2060-2067; Tobacco and snuff, v. 30(40), Oct. 1, pp. 2926-2928; Heights and 
weights of children, v. 30(41), Oct. 8, pp. 2990 1003; Lung capacity, v. 30(42), Oct. 15, pp. 3007-3072. 

2 Prepared by E. K. Strong, jr., professor of psychology, George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, 
Tenn, 



